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Delivering smiles through sound

Many musical instruments come together to create a song. That's what a brass band is.
I play the trumpet among them. Now, I’ll tell you about what I learned through my experience playing
the trumpet in the brass band.

First, I learned the importance of having confidence. Trumpets are essential instruments for the brass
band because they play the main melody. So I should play the trumpet with a clear sound. However, at
first, I couldn't play a clear sound on the trumpet because I was afraid I’d make a mistake. But one day,
one of my senior members told me, “It's okay to make the wrong sound. Be confident!”

Then, I took the plunge and played the trumpet with confidence. The sound resounded throughout the
classroom. At that time, I found to be confident is important. And I also decided, “I will try

',’

everything!”. That’s why I’m here, in front of you.

The second is communication. When we play a song together, we need teamwork. The members
around me often talked to me. Thanks to them, I’m truly enjoying playing the trumpet and enjoying the
time with them.

Third, I learned “Music can move people’s hearts”. We sometimes hold concerts and I noticed that
after the concerts the audience always looked so happy. Most of them left the hall with smiles on their
faces. When I saw that scene, I was very happy and I knew music had great power. Also I could be
proud of myself because I could do my best.

For reasons like these, I could learn important things through playing the trumpet.

Now, we are practicing a new song with the members of our brass band club and I will continue to do
my best.

Are you interested in playing a musical instrument? If your answer is “Yes!”, I recommend you to try
it. ’'m sure you’ll learn many things through it. Even if your answer is not “Yes”, I want you to know
the joy of the brass band. It may change you, because “Music can move people’s hearts”.

Thank you for listening.
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One hundred different stories

Players pick up one card from a hundred cards in an instant. This is Hyakunin-isshu. Perhaps you
know it was made by Fujiwara no Teika about 1000 years ago, in the Heian era. In the official rules, it is
a match between two players. 25 cards are put in front of each side. There is one poem per card, but
only the latter half of the poem is written on the card. A reader reads it aloud as if chanting. Before and
after the tournament players greet each other because when we play Hyakunin-isshu we have to be
polite. The atmosphere is very quiet and tense.

Now I’ll tell you three charms of Hyakunin-isshu. First, it’s a match. We have some techniques to
win. Kimariji is one of them. If you know Kimariji, you can know which card to pick up from the first
sound. For example, there are 17 poems which start with the “A” sound. Two poems start with “Aki”.
What is the next sound? It’s “no” or “ka”. Then we can know the card to pick up. We don’t have to
wait for the reader to finish reading if we know it. How long does it take a player from hearing the
sound to picking up the card? It only takes 0.1 seconds! A professional player may pick up the card
while you blink. That’s amazing.

Second, though the poems are very old, we can sympathize with them. They wrote poems about
love, the beauty of the seasons and so on. “Hisakatano hikarinodokeki harunohini sizugokoronaku
hananochiruran” — this is one of my favorites. That means, “ everything is peaceful on a beautiful spring
day, but only the cherry blossoms are hurrying to fall”. Have you ever thought why the good time
always passes so quickly? This is the meaning of the poem. It's deeply moving to think that people 1000
years ago thought the same way we do. It has 100 poems, so you can find the poem that touches your
heart. “Hisakatano---" is the card I would definitely pick up and I always grab it faster than anyone else.
Everyone has the card like that, so they grab the cards at the speed of a bullet train.

Last, it's a game anyone can enjoy. Another favorite poem of mine is “Akikazeni---" . I liked it not
because of its meaning, but because of the feel of the characters. One of my friends likes
“ Konotabiwa—"because she likes the sound of the last phrase, “manimani”. Like that, you can enjoy it
in many ways. Also, you can enjoy “Bouzu-mekuri”, the game using the pictures on the cards. It’s a
very simple game and everyone can enjoy it. Please enjoy it with your family, relatives, or friends on
New Year’s day.

Now, you probably see the attraction of Hyakunin-isshu, don’t you? I’'m proud that we, Japanese
have such a wonderful culture.

It’s OK if you can’t do it well from the beginning. Why don’t you start by looking at the cards or
playing a game of "Bozu-mekuri"? I’m sure you’ll be crazy about it someday.

Thank you for listening.
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