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ROFFFELIL, “groundwater” (HITFK) ICBHT 5 EFEOEFETH A E A (Rika) & 2\ T & A (Eigo) 2°
KL bOTH D, [MEEX] 2HA T ROBRRBIEZ B S0,

[X45E]

Rika : Do you know that the *amount of groundwater has been *decreasing in *recent years?

Eigo : Yes, I’ve heard of that! In Japan, people use a lot of groundwater for drinking and everyday life.

Rika : Right. The amount of groundwater is also decreasing in *the United States. It has become a big problem.
The *Ogallala Aquifer in *the U.S., one of the biggest in the world, may not have much water in the

future. An aquifer is a place under the ground that holds water.

Eigo : I didn’t know that. So much water is needed in the United States, too.

Rika : Look at [Graph 1]. We can see that the United States uses the third largest amount of water in a year.
*The Food and Agricultural Organization of the United States said the U.S. could use 3069 km?® in one
year, so this means the U.S. uses about of its *total amount of water.

[Graph 1]
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Eigo : Only ? Um... I feel like it’s not so much.

Rika : When we look only at the *percent, it feels small to us. However, most of that water is *seawater, so it is

difficult to use. People in the U.S. use groundwater a lot in their life.

Eigo : How do people in the U.S. use groundwater? Do they use it for drinking because they have a big

*population?

Rika : Good question! But *actually, they use groundwater more for *farming than for drinking. Farming needs

lots of water, so the U.S. may not have much groundwater in the future.
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Eigo :

Rika :

Eigo :

Rika :

Eigo :

Rika :

Eigo :

Rika :

I see. But that will have almost no *effect on Japan, right?

No way! It will have a big effect.

Really? Tell me more! What kind of effect will it have on Japan?

Look at [Graph 2]. It shows the main *agricultural *products that Japan *imports from other countries.

Japan brings in four products a lot from the U.S., especially *corn and *soybeans.

[Graph 2]

Japan's Major Agricultural Imports by Country
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Well, we also import three different products from *Canada! The cool and dry weather in Canada makes

*wheat grow well.

Yes, that’s right! We import two products from the other two countries, the most beef from *Australia and
the second most corn from *Brazil. From the graph, we can see we import a lot of products from the U.S.
Also, we can say we *depend on “virtual water.” Other countries use water to grow food for us, so when
we buy food from other countries, we can imagine we buy their water. Japan is helped by water from the
U.S. If the Ogallala Aquifer in the U.S. lost groundwater, people in Japan would not have food to

eat. We should be careful to *protect groundwater.

That’s amazing, but I’'m happy to know that. We need to think about how to protect and use it for a long

time for our future.

Yes, that’s true. It’s important for us to do that.

*amount : & *decrease : X35 *recent : i IL?D *the United States (the U.S.) : 7 X 1) 7

*Qgallala Aquifer : 4 %" J 47 /K@ *the Food and Agricultural Organization : [P & £ fd B SERR B
*total : KD *percent : /X —t ' b *seawater : {fEZK *population : AT *actually : SERFIZ
*farming : F23E *effect : 522 *agricultural : 23D *product : B *import : ~% AT 5

*corn : b €T I Y *soybean : K& *Canada : 77+ % *wheat : /hZ& *Australia : +—ZA N7 7
*Brazil : 7 )V *dependon : ~|Z§H% *protect : ~ % {RiET 5
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The idea that it isn’t expensive to import food products and water at the same time.

The idea that importing food means bringing in the water used to grow it.

The idea that saving water in one country is the best way to help other countries.

AW N =

The idea that people use very clean water from other countries to make food products.
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